Learning Focused Unit Overview: Long Fiction

Key Learning:
Writers use narrative elements to develop and structure texts to convey purpose and meaning in an extended text.

Essential Unit Question:
How can a reader interpret and analyze the elements of long fiction and author’s craft in order to develop a meaningful
response?

“The "Great American Novel" (concept): a novel that is distinguished in both craft and theme as being the most accurate representative of
the zeitgeist in the United States at the time of its writing. Typically written by an American author who is knowledgeable about the state,
culture, and perspective of the common American citizen, it is sometimes equated as being the American response to the national epic.

novel: long narrative in literary prose
zeitgeist: spirit of the times or age
national epic: literary work that is expected to capture and express the essence of spirit of a particular nation
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Point of view Dynamic/Static (visual/auditory)
Author’s Perspective Character Interpretation
Author’s Purpose Contextualization
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